
 
MESSAGE SERIES FOR LENT: AWAKENING 
First Sunday of Lent – February 20, 2021 
 
Reading 1: Gn 9:8-15 
Reading 2: 1 Pt 3:18-22 
Gospel of Mark: Mk 1:12-15 
 
 
 

GOSPEL OF MARK | FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, 

and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. 
He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him. 

 
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

 
 
2020-21 CREATED & CALLED TO LOVE… Beginning last fall, we began reading the Pope’s 
encyclical Laudato Si to seek understanding that we are created and called to love and care for 
each other, and for our common home.   
 
This “second half” of our pastoral year, Lent is the ideal time to apply that understanding so that 
we may “see”, “choose” and “act” for the common good.  We grow in faith individually and in 
community - one human family coming together to create our future. 
 
“As never before in history, common destiny beckons us to seek a new beginning… Let ours be a 
time remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, the firm resolve to achieve 
sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and the joyful celebration of 
life.” – Pope Francis, Laudato Si 
 
This is our prayer for Lent: 
         

Loving God, 
Open our eyes to see You 
 and our ears to hear You 

during this season of conversion. 
 

Help us to renew our faith,  
draw from the “living water” of hope, 

and awaken our hearts 
 to the love of Jesus Christ, Your Son. 

Amen. 
 

Adapted from Pope Francis 2021 Letter for Lent 
 
 

 



WEEK ONE REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS 
 

The readings of Lent emphasize the renewal of the covenant between God and his people. A 
covenant commits one to remain faithful when even the other party is unfaithful. God will remain 
faithful to us even if we are unfaithful to him.  
 
The readings can also be seen in the context of the role faith plays during crisis, conflict, change. 
In the first reading, people deal with the conflict that follows a natural disaster. The second reading 
focuses on the conflict between right and wrong. The Gospel has Jesus in conflict with Satan. Jesus 
was tempted even though he was following the Holy Spirit. He wasn’t tempted because he was 
apart from God’s will but because he was in it, driven by the Spirit for a new purpose.   

1. The Spirit drives Jesus into the desert, and remains, as Christ confronts Satan. Have you 
ever been driven by the Spirit? For what purpose? To what outcome? 
 

2. In the desert, starved and strained, Jesus keeps his gaze on His Father, and emerges to 
proclaim: “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.”                                                                                            
• Consider the time and space Jesus wants us to connect – the here and now, yet pointing 
to our future.  In his section on “the Gaze of Jesus” (p96-100), Pope Francis asks us to 
direct our gaze to the end of time. What does that look like for you? Does your “here and 
now” living get you were you want to go? 

 “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross” (Col 1:19-20). This leads us to direct our gaze to the end of 
time, when the Son will deliver all things to the Father, so that “God may be 
everything to everyone” (1 Cor 15:28).   – Laudato Si, p100 
 

3. It is in nature where the Gospel writers tell us we will find Jesus – in the desert, along the 
Jordan, on the mountaintop.  Where in nature do you find God?  
 

4. In this “Awakening” time of year – when days lengthen, seeds are planted, and death gives 
way to life – God’s grace breaks through. The question is, do we recognize those 
“breakthroughs”? Are you awake to God’s abiding presence? Do you have any 
breakthrough moments of faith to share – perhaps one that you go back to often that 
reminds you of the presence of Christ?  

 

5. Pope Francis asks us to never stop seeking the Lord…to stay in the cycle of reflect, repent, 
renew. He says, “Look into the depths of your heart and ask yourself: do you have a heart 
that desires something great, or a heart that has been lulled to sleep by things?”   
•    Lent can be a spiritual “springtime”, when we emerge from winter’s darker days to 
grow and blossom in the light of Christ’s saving love. The spiritual transformation process 
is often described as moving from:  

a. Blindness to sight 
b. Deafness to hearing 
c. Asleep to awake  

d. Lost to found 
e. Dead to risen 

In what state of mind, heart, or faith do you enter this season – and where do you hope to go? 
One of the above, or one of your own (example: complacency to conviction; negative to 
positive; judgmental to open-minded?) Write it down, bring it forward in your intentions, ask 
others to pray for you in this journey – work on it all the 40 days of Lent. 
 
• We invite Small Faith-Sharing Groups this Lent to consider Laudato Si, Chapter 6. Our reflections will 
draw from the Pope’s perspective on spirituality and our role in Creation. 



 


